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In 1997, the World Health Organization (WHO) began building the Global Alcohol Database (GAD) with the intent of providing a standardized reference source of information for global epidemiological surveillance of alcohol use, alcohol-related problems and alcohol policies. The GAD was created through passive epidemiological surveillance, and by gathering published and fugitive data and information about key aspects of the alcohol situation in WHO Member States. Through several iterations, the database brings together a large amount of information on the alcohol and health situation of individual countries and, wherever possible, includes trends on alcohol use and related mortality since 1961. WHO has also collected information on alcohol production, trade and health effects, as well as on national alcohol control measures and policies. In addition to large databases maintained by other international governmental or non-governmental organizations, more than 2,200 published sources have been identified and consulted. A set of indicators was chosen to assess the most important aspects of the alcohol situation in WHO Member States as they relate to public health. The indicators are grouped into seven broad categories. Under each broad category there are “topics” and a number of “sub-topics”. The broad categories are as follows: Alcohol Production and Availability; Levels of Consumption; Patterns of Consumption; Harms and Consequences; Economic Aspects; Alcohol Control Policies, and Resources for Prevention and Treatment. The potential uses for this information in assessing trends, harms and policy options will be discussed. 

